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(4) “If consciousness were not to appear in the mother's womb, would name-and-form take shape in
the womb?” “No, lord.”

“If the consciousness of a young boy or girl were to be cut off, would name-and-form grow up, 
develop and reach maturity?” “No, Lord.” (DN 15)

(A) "Is it true, Sāti, that this pernicious view has arisen in you — 'As I understand the Dhamma 
taught by the Blessed One, it is just this consciousness that runs and wanders on, not another'?"

"Exactly so, lord. As I understand the Dhamma taught by the Blessed One, it is just this 
consciousness that runs and wanders on, not another."

"Which consciousness, Sāti, is that?"

"This speaker, this knower, lord, that is sensitive here & there to the ripening of good & evil 
actions." … 

"It's good, monks, that you understand the Dhamma taught by me in this way, for in many ways 
I have said of dependently co-arisen consciousness, 'Apart from a requisite condition, there is no 
coming-into-play of consciousness.'  … 

"Consciousness, monks, is classified simply by the requisite condition in dependence on which 
it arises. Consciousness that arises in dependence on the eye & forms is classified simply as eye-
consciousness.  … ear & sounds …  (six kinds) (MN 38)

(7) So, there is this body and external name-and-form: thus this dyad. Dependent on this dyad there
is contact. There are just six sense spheres, contacted through which – or through a certain one among 
them – the fool experiences pleasure and pain. (SN 12.19)

(6) Name: feeling, perception, volition, contact, attention.

Form: earth, water, air, fire and derivatives thereof.

(8) “If those various characteristics by which name were conceived were absent, would there be 
any corresponding discernment of verbal impression with regard to form?” “No.”

“If those various characteristics by which form were conceived were absent, would there be any
corresponding discernment of physical impression with regard to name?” “No.”



“If those various characteristics by which both kinds were conceived were absent, would there 
be any corresponding discernment of either verbal or physical impression with regard to name?” “No.” 
(DN 15)

(9) “It is in this fathom-long living body endowed with perception and mind that I proclaim the 
world, the origin of the world, the cessation of the world and the way leading to the cessation of the 
world.” (AN 4.45)

(10) In the six the world has arisen, 
In the six it holds concourse.
In the six it has woes. (SN 1.70)

(21) “What, bhikkhus, is old karma? The eye is old karma, to be regarded as fabricated 
(abhisaṅkhata) and planned by volition, as something to be perceived.” (SN 35.146)

(31) Now suppose that a magician or magician's apprentice were to display a magic trick at a major 
intersection, and a man with good eyesight were to see it, observe it, and appropriately examine it. To 
him — seeing it, observing it, and appropriately examining it — it would appear empty, void, without 
substance: for what substance would there be in a magic trick? In the same way, a monk sees, observes,
and appropriately examines any consciousness that is past, future, or present; internal or external; 
blatant or subtle; common or sublime; far or near. To him — seeing it, observing it, and appropriately 
examining it — it would appear empty, void, without substance: for what substance would there be in 
consciousness?” (SN 22.95)

(36) Just see the world, with all its gods,
Fancying a self where none exists,
Entrenched in name-and-form it holds,
The conceit that this is real. (Sn 756)

(39) … a Tathagata does not conceive of a visible thing apart from sight; he does not conceive an 
unseen; he does not conceive of a thing worth seeing; he does not conceive about a seer. (Kāḷaka Sutta, 
AN 4.24)

(51) "In so far only, Ānanda, can one be born, or grow old, or die, or pass away, or reappear, in so far
only is there any pathway for verbal expression, in so far only is there any pathway for terminology, in 
so far only is there any pathway for designation, in so far only is the range of wisdom, in so far only is 
the round kept going for there to be a designation as the this-ness, that is to say: name-and-form 
together with consciousness." (DN 15)
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