
Kalama Sutta discussion

Misquotes of the Sutta
“Do not believe in anything simply because you have heard 
it. Do not believe in anything simply because it is spoken and 
rumored by many. Do not believe in anything simply because 
it is found written in your religious books. Do not believe in 
anything merely on the authority of your teachers and elders. 
Do not believe in traditions because they have been handed 
down for many generations. But after observation and 
analysis, when you find that anything agrees with reason and 

is conducive to the good and benefit of one and all, then 
accept it and live up to it.”

Believe nothing, no matter where you read it, or who said it, 
no matter if I have said it, unless it agrees with your own 
reason and your own common sense.

Caṅki Sutta, MN 95
If a person has faith, his statement, “This is my 
faith,” preserves the truth. But he doesn't yet come 
to the definite conclusion, “Only this is true; 
anything else is worthless.” To this extent, 

Bharadvaja, there is the preservation of the truth. 
To this extent one preserves the truth. I describe 
this as the preservation of the truth. But it is not 
yet a discovery of the truth.

Apaṇṇaka Sutta, MN 60
There are some contemplatives and brahmans who 
hold this doctrine, hold this view: “There is 
nothing given, nothing offered, nothing sacrificed. 
There is no fruit or result of good or bad actions. 
There is no this world, no next world, no mother, 
no father, no spontaneously re- born beings; no 
brahmins or contemplatives who, faring rightly 
and practicing rightly, proclaim this world and the 
next after having directly known and realized it for 
themselves.”

… 

It can be expected that ... they will adopt and 
practice these three unskillful activities: bad bodily 
conduct, bad verbal conduct, bad mental conduct. 
Why is that? Because those venerable 
contemplatives and brahmins do not see, in 
unskillful activities, the drawbacks, the 

degradation, and the defilement; nor in skillful 
activities the benefit of renunciation, as cleansing. 

… 

Assume there is no other world, regardless of the 
true statement of those venerable contemplatives 
and brahmins. This good person is still criticized in 
the here and now by the observant as a person of 
bad habits and wrong view: one who holds to a 
doctrine of non-existence. If there really is a next 
world, then this venerable person has made a bad 
throw twice: in that he is criticized by the 
observant here and now, and in that with the 
breakup of the body, after death he will reappear in 
a plane of deprivation, a bad destination, a lower 
realm, hell. Thus this incontrovertable teaching, 
when poorly grasped and poorly adopted by him, 
covers one side. He gives up the skillful option.
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